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Message from Our President

Dear Fellow CFSD Parents,

I am proud to be the president of the CFSD Foundation! We raise supplemental funds to attract, develop 

and retain excellent teachers throughout the district. As a parent of three CFSD students our mission 

resonates with me and I support it one hundred percent!

Our donation goal for 2018-2019 is $150,000. Donations received directly fund district programs that 

support teacher development and training and impacts every student at each grade level. Imagine the 

even greater impact we could make in each classroom if we surpass our goal.

There is no element in a child’s school day that has a greater impact on their educational experience than 

their teacher.  In fact, recent studies show that teacher quality is even more important than class size.  

Excellent teachers lead to an excellent education!

We hear regularly how state funding for education has been consistently reduced and how Arizona 

ranks at the bottom of funding per student in the nation.  Despite these deep cuts, CFSD is a nationally 

renowned education system that we should be very proud of.  For continued success, we need your 

financial support to offset the deep funding reductions from the state.

Please help us exceed our goal for this year!  Your donation will be gifted directly to the district to 

support teachers. Donate online through our secure site at cfsdfoundation.org. We are a 501(c)3 

organization so donations are tax-deductible and can be employee matched, if available through your 

employer.

We are lucky to have a team of dedicated district leaders, teachers and parents working together to 

ensure our students succeed!  Our students are receiving world class education and are becoming 

lifelong learners.  I look forward 

to seeing you this year as we all 

make CFSD the best place for our 

students!

Kindest Regards,

Melinda McNeilus

President and Volunteer

CFSD Foundation

Parent of a 10th, 8th, and 2nd 

grader

The CFSD Foundation is All About the Teachers!



How YOU support quality
education at CFSD…

Designated Funds
Teachers and principals submit 
grants requesting specific use of 
funds for their school programs. 
Continuation of these 
designated funds depends on 
additional funding from donors 
like you.

Endowments
The Foundation has established two endowments to provide a multi-year 
source of funding for programs in our schools. Donations earmarked for 
these endowments are invested with the original principal left untouched 
and investment earnings available for enrichment.

•	 Educational Excellence Endowment
•	 Literacy and the Fine Arts Endowment

Annual Teacher Fund
The Annual Fund supports our school district by raising supplemental 
funds for the district’s 3-year “Great Beginnings” induction program. 
Studies show that the quality of a child’s teacher is even more important 
than their class size and that effective training programs increase teacher 
retention.  Donations from this fund are gifted to the district on an annual 
basis. I

Goal: 	 $150,000     2018-2019  School Year



Help us continue to enhance our children’s education 
by supporting the Foundation’s many fundraising programs:

LEADERSHIP 
CIRCLE - $1,000
Private financial support 
has played an important 
role in the success of CFSD 
Schools. By joining the 
Leadership Circle with 
a donation of $1,000 or 
more, you are showing 
support for our teachers, 
your children, and our 
continued district success.

FRIENDS OF THE 
FOUNDATION - 
$500 
Supporting the 
foundation at our Friends 
of the Foundation level 
allows us to increase 
our support of teacher 
development in the 
district and frees up 
critical district funds for 
the classroom.

FUNDRAISING EVENTS

DOLLAR-A-DAY - 
$365
Imagine if every family 
in our school district 
participated at a 
minimum of $365 per 
year or a dollar a day. 
100% participation would 
raise $1.5 million for our 
children! Visit our website 
and set up a monthly 
recurring donation of 
$30.00.

Individual donations are key to 
the success of your child’s education...

Attending a Foundation event 
helps supplement individual 
donations and further expands 
the financial support offered by 
the Foundation. 14%

4%

Individual 
and Business

82%

HONOR SOCIETY 
- $2,500
Direct donations are 
the best way to make a 
significant impact on the 
success of the district 
and the quality of the 
education it provides. 
With a donation of $2,500 
or more, you will join 
the Honor Society – an 
exclusive group of families 
who understand that 
quality public education 
requires significant private 
support.

Tapas for Teachers is a community 
building event for our CFSD commu-
nity.  Parents and supporters from 
across the district come together for 
a fun evening of live music, tastes 
from local restaurants, and a silent 
auction. 

Teacher of the Year recognizes 
our excellent educators! There is a 
breakfast buffet, fun games for the 
kids, and speeches from our award 
winners.  It is a beloved celebration 
that students, parents and educa-
tors attend to show support for our 
wonderful teachers! 



Just a few reasons...
to be proud of CFSD schools!

The Class of 2019’s
SAT scores are   

15% above the
national average.

CFHS Director of Bands,
Renee Shane-Boyd, was named the 
2018 Music Educator of the Year, 
sponsored by the Arizona Music 

Educators Association. 

The high school Speech & Debate team
earned membership into the
National Speech & Debate

Association’s 100 Club
by achieving a total of 100 or more

degrees and ranked among the
top 25% of schools nationwide.

Six (6)
National Merit 
Semifinalists

The CFHS AP 
passing percentage 

exceed the state 
and global passing 

percentages in 
every subject area, 

sometimes by as 
much as 45%.

Since 2015, CFSD has had the

highest overall AZMerit passing rates 
of any K-12 district,

in both Math and English

CFSD has been 
rated the 

#1 School 
District in 

Arizona  
for the last
four years.



Circle of Excellence
($5,000+)
Kim and Garret Abeyta

Monique and Tommy Yamasaki

Honor Society 
($2,500 - $4,999)
Sam & Halima Alkhayat 

Lindsay and Scott Biaggi 

Khush and Amy Bhola

Brad and Anita Feder

Nicole and Kevin Koch

Laura and Barry Mac Ban

Raytheon

Andrew and Cathy Rosen

Brent and Neri Sandweiss 

Leadership Circle 
Members ($1,000 - $2,499)
John O’Dowd and Ilana Addis
Catherine Angleton 
Christine Aronoff 
Bhaskar and Mousumi Banerjee 
Kenneth and Sandy Belkoff 
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Kim and Don Bourn 
Jennifer & Peter Burrows 
Monica Kraft and Charles Cairns
Trina Callie
The Chang and Leung Families
Valerie and Tim Colson
Tracy and Stephen Curtin 
Amy Fletcher 
Deanna and Mark Gailey 
GLHN Architects & Engineering
Mrinal Ghosh 
James and Luisa Guise 
Cory Fragoso-Gram
Jeffrey and Amy Hellbusch 
Joel and Kristi Henness 
Debra Herrera
Jim Irish
Eileen and Todd Jackson 
Jon and Melissa Jump
Aimee Kaempf 

Mary Kamerzell 
Susan Petrus and Tom Kittle
Monica Kraft 
Mark and Mimi Kross 
Lori Lundberg-Leung
Howard & Kristen Lin 
Daruka & Amy Mahadevan 
Jill and Jason McKenna 
Eric & Maritza Myrmo 
Jonathan Olson 
Bill and Sue Pekarske 
Peter and Marty Pritz 
David and Nina Richardson 
Pierre and Rogina Sakali 
Sujata Sarkar
Keri and Clinton Schild
Texas Instruments Foundation
Jim and Ae Todson
Valley of the Sun United Way
Ray and Laura Wallace 
Edward and Kotomi Wellman 
Wells Fargo Foundation
Dameon and Anita Wood
Megan and Mark Wood 

Friends of the Foundation 
($500 - $999)
Anonymous
Anonymous
Dayna and Zak Anderson 
Daniel and Ilaria Apai
Richard and Cathie Ashley 
Vicki and Dan Beskind 
Jessica and Martin Brandt 
Mike and Leslie Cohen 
Jason Crane 
Robert and Jeana Darling 
The DeMont Family
Dasha and Tad Dewald 
David and Rhonda Dwyer 
James and Carmen Eddy 
Susan Fosdick 
Freeport McMoRan
David and Diana Freshwater 
Lukas & Anne Gruber 
Brenda & Walter Harrington 
Jenny and Johnny Helenbolt 

Katie and Darren Hicks
Lyssa Holmes 
Thomas Hum Jr 
Mede and Carri Johnson
Brian and Shelley Kahn 
Elias and Rawan Kakish 
Bob and Nancy Kersey 
Soohyun and Samuel Kim 
Richard Gordon and Amy Krauss 
Beth Kruchek 
Michael and Ashleigh Kruk 
Jason & Callie Le Roy 
Thomas and Christine Lindgren 
James and Mary Lonergan 
Michael Ludlow
Kelly and Michael McCormick 
Laura and James McGill
Chip and Kelly McLaughlin
Mark and Debbie McNeil 
Melinda and Eric McNeilus 
Nick and Valerie Menke 
Beth Mercaldo 
Sabina Mian 
Heidi Montijo 
Danielle Moser 
Andrew Neuschatz 
Bradley and Jacki Nichols 
Sarah and William Perkins 
Vasudha and Guruprasad Raju 
Janet and Ted Ranney 
Lina Haddad and Hani Rizk 
Elka Eisen and Leonard Rosenblum 
Kevin and Candice Rupprecht 
Vance and Louise Sanders 
Srivatsan Sathyamoorthy 
Dev and Olivia Sethi 
Neda Shirazi
Jeff and Keri Silvyn 
Elias Stratigouleas 
Mohan Subramanian 
Jack and Mary Tertel 
United Way of Southern AZ
John and Kirsten Wallace 
Charles Weesner 
Helena Zhang and Guang Yao 
Lisa and Paul Yurkanin 

Thank you Donors, 
for your continued support



 Dollar a Day Supporters 
($365-$499)	

Nikolaus and Miranda Anderson 
Julia Armstrong 
Asonia and Angela Barefoot
Brad and Michele Barnard 
The Baruch Family
Mark and Jill Bell
Chris and Philo Bime 
Angelo and Kristy Bonet
Dani and Phil Bregman 
Brian & Jaclyn Callahan 
Richard Church 
The Duenas Family
Sima Ehsani 
Amit and Amita Fadia 
David Franz 
Rachel and Jonathan Green
Maria Heard
Nancy Horton 
Warner Hughes
The Jacobs Family
Jewish Community Foundation of Southern AZ
Jozsef and Lori Jonas 
The Delong/Kruchek Family
Todd and Constance Ledyard 
Page Chancellor Marks 
Serge Hougeir and Christine Moussa 
Steven Nelson 
Kalpesh and Monisha Patel 
Jean and Doug Popham 
Galena and Josh Robinson 
Steve and Jennifer Roth
Amy Courson-Ruggieri
Liz & Dave Ryan 
Jeannette Segel 
Michelle and Ted Sholeff 
Leslie Stockton 
Sonny Tjia 
Scott and Carin Turk 
James Wang and Nancy Hsiao
The Weege Family
The Weege Family		  	

Donor list is based on our records from  
July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019.  We make  
every effort to maintain accurate records. 
Please advise us regarding any corrections.

Board of Directors
2018 – 2019

Melinda McNeilus, President
Laurie Seder, Recording Secretary
Monique Yamasaki, Treasurer
Kristen Brady, Fundraising 
Megan Wood, Communications 
Kim Bourn
Tanya Buffalo
Jennifer Carrell 
Amy Garvin
Joel Henness
Becca Hudgens
Tad Jewell

Jon Jump
Dr. Mary Kamerzell, ex officio 
Nicole Koch
Sara Larson
Lori Lundberg-Leung
Amy Mahadevan
Jacquelyn Peterson 
Jean Popham
Galena Robinson
Carole Siegler, ex officio 
Lisa Stoneking 
Jill Warren 

Annual Teacher Fund

Revenue
		 Contributions	 $78,568	
		 Special events net revenue	  
			  Teacher of the Year	 $1,300 
			  Tapas for Teachers	 $17,666 
		 Sponsorship	 $31,000
		 Corporate Match	 $4,820
Expenses
		 Fundraising & Operating	 $35,097
Program Services
		 Annual Teacher Fund Grant	 $140,000
			
Endowments and Designated Funds

	Current Assets
		 Literacy & Fine Arts
			  Endowment	 $168,450
		 Educational Excellence
			  Endowment	 $237,060	
		 Butterfly Fund for Science & 
			  Arts Programs	      $3,307
		 Nagy Special Needs Fund	    $5,353
					  

Ending Balance June 30, 2019	 $414,170

Income & Expenses

Contact Us:
520.209.7561
info@cfsdfoundation.org
cfsdfoundation.org
        facebook.com/CFSDFoundation



PO Box 65150  
Tucson, AZ 85728

Thank you to our current business sponsors
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