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CATALINA FOOTHILLS
SCHOOL DISTRICT FOUNDATION

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CFSD FOUNDATION
April 15, 2025

Minutes

Present: Johanne lves, Traci Seidel Smith, Dr. Denise Bartlett, Julie Farbarik, Carole Siegler,
Marissa Baretich, Aditi Gupta, Tanya Buffalo, Jocelin Olivier, Amy Morales Baum, Virtually: Juhie
Parnami, lvelisse Bonilla, Caroline Wesnitzer, Amy Corrales

Absent: Randi Levin, Sumi Rowe, Ivelisse Bonilla, Tatiana Johnson

Call to order at 5:30 PM. A motion was made to accept December meeting minutes. All in favor,
no abstentions. The motion passed.

District Report- Dr Bartlett presented the district report. She discussed the integration of Al in
student learning and the survey conducted with parents and students. The survey results show
a spectrum of thoughts, from very supportive to not supportive of Al use. There is a team of
ambassadors working on Al integration and the importance of teaching students to use Al
mindfully. The new district website is being developed to improve usability and accessibility, with
a focus on making information easily accessible.There were updates on the district's bond
issuance, mentioning the second issuance of $13 million.The first purchase will be refurbishing
all busses, and other projects like parking lots and classroom safety improvements are being
prioritized. The gifted programming framework has been approved by the board and the high
school has earned accreditation from Cognia. The district has been featured various news
stories, including a 3D bird design project and the Teacher of the Year announcements.

Endowment Committee Report-

Traci provides an update on the endowment committee, mentioning that there are only three
endowments: the Annual Fund, the Education Excellence Endowment, and the Literacy and
Fine Arts Endowment. The Literacy and Fine Arts Endowment started with a grant and matching
gifts from the Stocker Foundation.The committee is discussing the use of these funds and the
need for clear policies on how they should be used. Traci proposed the possibility of outsourcing
the management of these funds to a community foundation for better support. The committee
discussed the importance of clear communication with donors about how their funds are being
used. The committee is working on formalizing policies and procedures for managing these
funds. There is a need for better accounting practices to ensure funds are being allocated
correctly that is currently being worked on. The committee is exploring ways to streamline the
process of moving funds between accounts to make it more efficient.

President's Report and Future Planning

Amy provided an update on the president's report, mentioning the need to finalize roles for the
upcoming year.The board discussed the importance of having a diverse and engaged board to



support the foundation's work. Marissa offered to be on the nominating committee. Interviews
and applications will take place between now and the next meeting.

Teacher of the Year Event Planning-

Tanya provided an update on the Teacher of the Year event, mentioning the need for volunteers
to help with setup and other tasks. There was a reminder of the importance of covering the
costs of the event to ensure it is financially successful. The committee is working on finalizing
the details for the event, including the venue and logistics.

Financial Updates:

Amy Corrales provided an update on the financial reports, mentioning the need to correct some
accounts that are no longer active.

Giving Chair Report-

Johanne reported on the success of the Arizona Gives Day campaign, mentioning the total
amount raised and the donations received. The committee is planning to continue focusing on
business sponsorships and other fundraising efforts to support the foundation's work.

Meeting adjourned. 6:39pm.

Next Meeting: May 6th, 2025 5:30pm



